SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin-wordpress.com/. To join the Mailchimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

YOTA ON-LINE ON THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY. 

LICENCE RENEWAL - DO NOT DO ANYTHING NOW 

and 

THE SARL 40 M CLUB GRID SQUARE SPRINT ON 27 FEBRUARY 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
YOTA ON-LINE ON THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY 


Session 10 of the popular YOTA On-line takes place at 19:00 UTC (21:00 CAT) 
on Thursday 25 February with the main topic ”Gone exploring!” We will intro- 
duce our community to different aspects of our common hobby, like WWFF, 
IOTA and SOTA with our amazing guests live on the show. Furthermore, we 
will also have a special prize draw after solving our new riddle live on the show. 
We will give away two more ICOM merchants packages for that occasion. We 
will be streaming live again on our Youtube, Facebook and Twitch channels. 
Furthermore, we will try to stream via the QO-100 geostationary satellite in 
DATV mode again. Get all the information on the SARL Youth Facebook 
page. 

SARL AWARDS AND TROPHIES 


The SARL Council met on Tuesday evening 16 February via Skype to look at 
the motions and nominations received. Two motions and five nominations to 
serve on Council were received. Fifteen awards were approved for contesting, 
but once again the SARL Youth Contest Award will not be awarded. 


PEARS and the Boland ARC submitted nominations for Honorary Life Mem- 
bership and Jack Twine Awards. Only two operating awards were approved. 


The list of Award recipients will be published in the March 2021 Radio ZS as 
well as the AGM Booklet which will be available from 7 March. The SARL 
AGM will be held on Saturday 17 April 2021. 


LICENCE RENEWAL - DO NOT DO ANYTHING NOW. 


As communicated in SARL Communication on 29 January and SARL News on 
31 January 2021, the SARL will communicate once ICASA has completed the 
guidelines of the various actions required to transfer your information to the 
new on-line data base and renew you licence. 


Please do not e-mail or call the SARL Office, the SARL President or SARL 
Councillors. They cannot assist you at this time. The SARL will inform you 
and publish the guidelines and step by step instructions once received from 
ICASA. 


CALL FOR PAPERS FOR THE TECHNICAL SYMPOSIUM 


The SARL Technical Symposium, ”Unlocking Amateur Radio Technology 2021”, 
will be held on the BlueJeans platform on Saturday 27 March 2021. This is the 
first call for papers. Please submit a brief synopsis of the proposed paper in MS 
Word format by Friday 26 February 2021 to artoday@sarl.org.za. This call for 
papers is open to all radio amateurs world-wide. 


The Symposium will run from 10:00 - 14:00 CAT and the speaking slots are 
typically 20 minutes with 10 minutes for discussion and questions. This is the 
ideal opportunity to share the project that you have been working on with your 
fellow radio amateurs and an opportunity to show the world that technology is 
alive and well in Amateur Radio. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
GET YOUR QSL CARDS AT THE WEST RAND BOOT SALE 


If you are planning to attend the West Rand Boot Sale on Saturday 27 February, 
contact Willem, ZS6X on e-mail zs6wwj@gmail.com and he will bring your QSL 
cards from the SARL Bureau. 


THE WEST RAND BOOT SALE ON SATURDAY 27 FEBRUARY 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club would like to invite all radio amateurs to 
the upcoming boot sale on Saturday 27 February. The gates will open earlier 
than usual at 09:30 for everyone and trading can start at 10:00. This early start 
has been arranged to accommodate the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint starting 
at 14:00. All the usual vendors will attend, the West Rand Club will also have 
a table. Book your stand and table by contacting Phillip, ZS6PVT on mobile 
083 267 3853. 


Please note that the COVID protocols will be followed on the day and only the 
persons with a mask will be allowed to attend after a screening and registration. 
We would like to urge only persons in good health without underlying conditions 
to attend and to rather be conservative in considering venturing out. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The first SARL 40 m Club Grid Square sprint for 2021 takes place from 12:00 
to 13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Saturday 27 February, which is also 
International Milk Tart Day. It is CW and phone activity; the exchange is an 
RS or RST report, the name of your Club and your grid square. You earn two 
points per QSO, 2 points for each new grid and 1 point for each new Club. Your 
log must be submitted by midnight on Thursday 4 March 2021 to zs4bfn@mweb. 
co.za. Get all the information on page 65 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


The Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society would like to thank all those who 
took part in the PEARS National VHF/UHF contest that was held from Friday 
15 to Sunday 17 January 2021. Thank you for submitting your logs! Nine logs 
were received for the PEARS Contest. 


Digital category 

1st Andre Botes, ZS2ACP - 1 762 points - Base Station 

2nd Paul Smit, ZS6NK - 428 points - Base Station 

Analogue category 

1st Paul Smit, ZS6NK - 9 602 points - Base Station 

2nd the Port Elizabeth ARS, ZS2PE - 8 626 - Club Station 

3rd the Sandton ARC, ZS6STN - 2 376 points -Club Station 

No entries were received for Field Stations or for the FM category 


Thirty-one logs from six clubs were received for the first leg of the SARL 
VHF/UHF FM Contest held on Saturday 6 February 2021 


1st Kobus Boshoff, ZS6BOS - 12 935 points - Field Station 

2nd Carl Minne, ZS6CBQ - 8 209 points - Base Station 

3rd the Pretoria ARC, ZS6PTA - 6 493 points - Base Station 

4th Danie Schnetler, ZS6DPS 5 352 points - Field / Multi Operator 
5th Phillip van Tonder, ZS6PVT 5 153 points - Field / Single Operator 
The results of both these contest was published in HF Happenings 937. 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently a couple of tiny sunspot regions visible and no 
solar flaring is expected. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the 
expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around one. The 15 to 
30 m bands will especially during the afternoons provide some good DX fun. 
Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today — the ARRL DX CW Contest 
23 February — the Secunda ARC meeting 
25 February — YOTA On-line session 10 


27 February - International Milk Tart Day; the SARL 40 m Grid Square sprint; 
the CTARC meeting and the West Rand Flea Market 


6 March — the SARL YL Sprint 

6 to 7 March — the ARRL DX SSB Contest 

7 March — the SARL Hamnet 40 m simulated emergency contest 

8 March - International Women’s Day and the West Rand meeting 


13 and 14 — the SARL National Field Day; the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue 
contest and the QSO Today Virtual Expo 


16 February — the PEARS and Border ARC meetings 
17 February - St Patrick’s Day and the SARL 80 m Club Sprint 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Session 10 of the popular YOTA On-line takes place at 19:00 UTC (21:00 CAT) 
on Thursday 25 February with the main topic ”Gone exploring!” We will intro- 
duce our community to different aspects of our common hobby, like WWFF, 
IOTA and SOTA with our amazing guests live on the show. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by courtesy of 
Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday 
evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


